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Gulf of Mexico Initiative

Habitat Conservation and Restoration Mission Statement

To provide leadership to
advance conservation and
restoration of coastal habitats
and ecosystems throughout the
Gulf and associated watersheds
and ultimately reverse the
downward trend in habitat
qguality, quantity, and ecosystem
services.

Sand used in beach restoration. Photo
credit; Gulf of Mexico Alliance Governors'
Action Plan
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e Gulf of Mexico Initiative

HABITAT Priority Topics
Expanded Partnerships

Identify and engage non-participating relevant United States
stakeholders with interests in the health and sustainability of the
Gulf, and coordinate specific issues with representatives from the
Gulf Mexican States.

Policy Changes
Address specific public policy issues impeding habitat conservation
and restoration.

Technology Development
Identify and resolve specific scientific and technical issues so that
conservation and restoration of Gulf habitats are more successful.

Gulf Regional Sediment Management Master Plan
Develop and implement the Gulf Regional Sediment Management
Master Plan (GRSMMP) to more effectively use dredged material and
other sediment resources for restoration projects.

Reversing the Downward Trend in Habitat and Ecosystem Services
Monitor a Gulf-wide inventory of distribution, gain, and loss of

... .Coastal habitats and measure the ecosystem services they provide.  ;
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Upcoming Events /Activities

Freshwater Inflows Workshop, 8-10 February 2010, Corpus Christi TX
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Gulf of Mexico Initiative

Thank you James Pahl and Drew Puffer for providing
information and material for this presentation.

Island in a coastal wetland.
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Backups
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Long-term Goals of Habitat Conservation and Restoration
Team (HCRT)

Engage a diverse group of stakeholders from state, federal, and
international agencies, business and industry, and non-profit

organizations to restore and conserve critical habitat

Improve policies that promote conservation and restoration efforts
in both the public and private arena

Provide improved conservation and restoration management tools
through the application of science and technology

Develop and implement an accurate tracking system to document
gains and losses of Gulf habitats and ecosystem services
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HABIAT Priority Topics
Policy Changes

Address specific public policy issues impeding habitat conservation
and restoration.

Federal Standard

Funding and Grant Programs

Local, State, and Federal Policy and Regulatory Programs

Coastal Zone Management Programs
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HABITAT Priority Topics
Technology Development
* |dentify and resolve specific scientific and technical issues so that
conservation and restoration of Gulf habitats are more successful.

e Impacts of Sea Level Rise
e Two SLAMM model runs along northern Gulf coast: Jefferson
County TX and Grand Bay NERR MS
e |dentifies changes over the last 50 — 100 years
e Located on GOMA working website at
http://www2.nos.noaa.gov/gomex/restoration/grsmmp/grs
mmp.htm|

*Changes in freshwater inflows to estuaries

°Improve communication of advances in restoration science and
technical methodologies
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State Leads

Shelley Alexander: Florida

Tom Calnan: Texas GLO

Gregory DuCote: Louisiana (co-chair)
Carl Ferraro: Alabama DCNR

Cherie O’Brien: Texas PWD

George Ramseur: Mississippi DMR
James Pahl: Louisiana (co-chair)
Randy Runnels: Florida

Barbara Viskup: Mississippi DEQ
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Federal Co-Facilitators and Grant Administrators

Drew Puffer: EPA
Heather Young: NOAA

Gulf of Mexico Foundation
— Quenton Dokken

— Ryan Fikes
— Bobbi Reed
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